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land extending up into the Chiltern Hills, including part of Stoke Row.  Strip 
parishes were formed during the Anglo-Saxon and early medieval periods to 
exploit available resources such as woodland, upland pasture and lowland arable 
land and going down as far as the river.  This is typical landscape of the Thames 
valley in the Chilterns.

A Charter of King Edgar, of about AD966, refers to the area as ‘Niwanham’.  In 
this Charter, the Niwanham parish boundary was described as extending “from 
the heathen burial place up along the dyke to the boundary way.  Up along the 
boundary way and then up to Watch Hill”.  It ends “…by the old way to the 
intermittent stream.  After that along the intermittent stream to the Thames.  
Along the river to Catta’s Island”  This detailed description corresponds with a 
‘strip parish’.

The Anglo-Saxon ‘hundreds’ were fragmented during the 8th and 9th centuries.  
This resulted in the emergence of small manorial estates. This process was ac-
celerated by the endowment of lands and establishment of churches; by the legal 
inheritance of land within families; and finally by the arrival of Norman rule.

Domesday Book records that the manor of Niwanham was granted to Miles 
Crispin. Miles was the son-in-law of Robert D’Oyly, who accompanied William 
the Conqueror on the Norman Conquest. William ordered Robert to build 
Wallingford Castle between 1067 and 1071, incorporating the existing Anglo 
Saxon fortification.

The name ‘Newnham’ means settled place. ‘Murren’ probably comes from 
Richard Moren, lord of the manor in 1261.  The Morens acquired the estate 
about the time of the rebuilding of the church in the early 12th century.  They 
were noted as living in the manor house, on the site of the present Newnham 
Farm House.  The church was formerly a chapel-at-ease for North Stoke parish 
church.  During the later middle ages, there seemed to be a series of poorly paid 
and non-resident chaplains.  There was definitely some neglect of the building.

t. Mary’s Newnham Murren is a Norman church on the east bank of the 
river Thames, just over half a mile south of Wallingford Bridge. An earlier 
Anglo-Saxon church almost certainly stood on the site of the present Norman 
church. It originally served a ‘strip parish’.  This was a narrow strip of
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In 1849, extensive restoration was undertaken to deal with damp, discoloured 
walls and uneven floors.  It was supervised by the architect JH Hakewill, and 
included the construction of the bellcote, and the rebuilding of much of the 
west and aisle walls.  A low side window in the chancel south wall and a dormer 
window in the aisle roof were removed.  The west and east windows were reno-
vated and glazed, leaving only the medieval jamb shafts of the present three-
light east window.  New seats and other wooden furnishings were provided 
inside and an inscription written above the chancel arch. 

The ecclesiastical parish of Newnham Murren was brought into the civil parish of 
Crowmarsh Gifford which was formed in 1932.  With declining congregations 
in the early 20th century, the church fell into disrepair and by the 1960s a fault 
in the chancel arch made it unsafe.  In 1965, Hugh Vaux, a former churchwarden 
and architect from Mongewell, rescued the church and saved it from dereliction.  
The roofs were retiled and the interior cleaned and lime-washed.  Vaux main-
tained it as a cemetery chapel at his own expense.  On 23rd January 1973, it was 
formally declared redundant and taken into the care of the Redundant Churches 
Fund (now known as The Churches Conservation Trust).  They have maintained 
the fabric of the building since that date.

Newnham Farm House (formerly the manor house) stands immediately next to 
the church. It was originally a ‘hall house’ and it retains the original 15th and 16th 
century timbers beneath the later brick exterior.  The cottage next to the Farm 
House has timbers dated by dendrochronology at 1551.  The timbers have very rare 
cellular markings of Roman numbers which helped carpenters in the construction.
The cottage is thought to be a ‘detached kitchen’, built to serve the manor house.
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Nave
The small rectangular nave has an ancient oak roof with 
tie-beams and crown posts, dating from the 14th century.  
The roof timbers in the chancel may be 16th century.  
The main door has an original Norman arch with the 
addition of a Victorian porch.  The north window and
large west window date from the 1849 restoration.

Pulpit
The oak Jacobite pulpit was added in the 17th century. 
 It has fine oak panels carved with oval bosses framed 
by Baroque scrolls.
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Norman Chancel arch
The original plain rounded Norman 
arch has bold imposts.  An inscription 
from the 1849 restoration reads: “Ye 
shall keep my Sabbaths, and reverence my 
sanctuary” (Leviticus xxvi, 11).



Chancel   
The chancel originally dates from the 12th century, and was renovated in the 13th cen-
tury, possibly by Richard Moren.  It has an oak roof, dating from the 16th century.  Each 
tie-beam has a king-post supporting a collar, and the purlins have curved wind-braces.  
The triple-lancet east window was renewed in 1849 but 
its rear-arch and shafts are thought to be original 13th 
century work.

Also from the 13th century are:  
On the south side:  the piscina (a wash basin for the 
priest; and the sedilia (stone seating for the clergy), 
which was timbered in the 19th century.

On the north side:  the double aumbry (a cupboard to 
house the church plate).

The brightly coloured 19th century stained glass in the 
east window, depicts four biblical scenes.  The original 
small windows of the 12th and 13th centuries survive 
on both sides of the chancel and also the north side of the nave.
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South Aisle and brass plaque  
Medieval remodelling of the church included the addition of the south aisle in the 
14th century.  It has decorated arches resting on octagonal piers and capitals.  The 
windows were inserted in the 1849 restoration.

On the south wall of the aisle is a brass plaque with a Latin inscription to a lady 
named Letitia Barnarde, who lived with three husbands at Newnham Manor House.

It reads: “Letitia Barnarde, wife of Francis Barnarde, 
died on 19th August 1593.  While she lived she was a 
woman of the greatest modesty, faithful to her husbands, 
good to the poor and loved by her neighbours.  She had 
three husbands: Edward Skinner, Francis Mercer and 
Francis Barnarde.  She left four children behind her; by 
Edward Skinner a daughter named Joanna, by Francis 
Mercer a son called Rudolph, by Francis Barnarde a son 
and a daughter, Francis and Anne.  May the Lord grant 
that they follow their mother’s example.”

The brass shows Letitia kneeling in prayer with her four children.  In front of her 
hands is a hole thought to have been made by a bullet fired by a soldier at the time of 
the siege of Wallingford in 1646, during the Civil War.
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Bellcote and corbel-heads  
The two bells in the bellcote are believed to have been recast in the 17th century.  
They were rehung about 2000 when new bell pulls were added.  The bellcote, added 
in 1849, has a carved corbel head at its foot.  There are two more corbels lower down 
on either side of the west window.

Hagioscope
On the south side of the original Norman arch
is a horse-shoe shaped ‘hagioscope’ (or squint) 
which was inserted to allow a view of the altar 
from the newly built south aisle.  This is thought 
to be one of the earliest examples in England.

Font  
The font is Norman, although heavily re-cut.  
It has a cylindrical stem and a plain bowl which 
bears traces of the original lock.



Porch  
In 1759 new doors were installed on both sides 
of the building.  Only the north door now 
remains: its porch was replaced in 1849 by the 
existing timber-framed structure on a flint 
base, with a gabled tiled roof and decorative 
bargeboards.

Exterior from the south
From the south, the church has a rather unusual appearance.  It has a tall narrow 
chancel and a relatively short nave, whose roof continues unbroken over the low 
south aisle.  The walls are constructed of flint, with stone dressings and copings to 
the gables.  The roof is covered with hand-made red tiles.
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The Churches Conservation Trust has maintained the church since 1973.  Wallingford 
Team Ministry holds three or four well attended services a year and occasional events such 
as marriage blessings have taken place.  Although it no longer has regular services, it is 
much loved by the community.

The church is looked after by volunteers.  Visitor donations, together with collections at 
services and events, go some way to support it.  The church is open at all times for people 
to find peace and inspiration from its beauty and atmosphere.

Susan Ibbotson and Michael Chamberlain (local volunteers)
Photography and editing by Peter Ibbotson
Advice from David Pedgley, local historian and author, and Judy Dewey, Wallingford Museum.
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