Saving
Historic
Churches.

Reporting Heritage Crime and Anti-Social Behaviour

The following is an aide memoir when reporting a crime that has been carried out at a CCT
church/site. Please try to use the terms in CAPITALS – these are key words that the call
handler from the police will be listening for, understand and act upon in a certain way.
1. If an incident is occurring now or if suspects are still at the location dial 999 and ask for
police attendance.*
If the incident has already happened and suspects are no longer present call * the local
police using the non-emergency number 101.State that you wish to ‘REPORT A CRIME OR
INCIDENT OF ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR INVOLVING A HERITAGE SITE OR BUILDING’
If you would like provide information where your anonymity is guaranteed you can call
CrimeStoppers on 0800 555 111 or by using an online form https://crimestoppers-uk.org/give-information/forms/give-information-anonymously
2. Give details of offence you wish to report, for example • THEFT
• CRIMINAL DAMAGE
• ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
3. Give them your details - full name, personal address and contact telephone number(s)
4. Give full victim details i.e. Churches Conservation Trust
5. Give full location including postcode e.g. All Saints Church, Blogton, Blogshire, BG1 1AA.
Please inform them that the crime has been occurred at a DESIGNATED ASSET. This
means that the building is listed or scheduled or both. Some police call handlers will not
understand the term but some will.
Historic England is working with police services across the country to train police call
handlers so that the log is endorsed as a heritage crime/incident and numbers can be
monitored.
6. Ensure you can give an accurate timeframe encompassing when the offence took place
as best you can. This is a mandatory requirement when reporting a crime. This could be
within hours, days, weeks or even months.
7. Have as many details of property damaged or items stolen including identifiable marks
etc. as you can.
8. Give a clear summary of what has happened. Give events in chronological order.
9. Ask for a call handling or crime reference number, and ensure you are provided with the
contact telephone number and the name of the person/department who will be investigating.
Having the reference number will allow any new information you may have to be added to
the log and for the investigating officer to be updated.
Follow us on Social Media

